
TODAY’S ECCLESIASTICAL CALENDAR 
Sunday, December 9, 2018 

10th Sunday of Luke - Κυριακὴ Ι΄ Λουκᾶ 
The Conception of St. Anna, Mother of the Holy Theotokos.  The Holy Prophetess Anna. 

Ἡ σύλληψις τῆς Ἁγίας Ἄννης, τῆς Μητρὸς τῆς Θεοτόκου, καὶ ἡ ἀνάμνησις τῶν Ἐγκαινίων.  
Tῆς Ἁγίας Προφήτιδος Ἄννης, τῆς μητρὸς Σαμουηλ τοῦ Προφήτου. 

 

ΑΠΟΛΥΤΙΚΙA ΤΗΣ ΗΜΕΡΑΣ – DISMISSAL HYMNS OF THE DAY 

Apolytikion of the Third Tone       Εὐφραινέσθω τὰ οὐράνια, ἀγαλλιάσθω τὰ ἐπίγεια, ὅτι ἐποίησε 

κράτος, ἐν βραχίονι αὐτοῦ, ὁ Κύριος, ἐπάτησε τῷ θανάτῳ τὸν θάνατον, πρωτότοκος τῶν 

νεκρῶν ἐγένετο, ἐκ κοιλίας ᾅδου ἐῤῥύσατο ἡμᾶς, καὶ παρέσχε τῷ κόσμῳ τὸ μέγα ἔλεος.   

     Let the Heavens rejoice; let the earthly things be glad; for the Lord has wrought might with 

His arm, He has trampled upon death by death.  The first-born of the dead has He become.  

From the belly of Hades He has delivered us, and has granted to the world great mercy. 
 

Apolytikion of the Conception of St. Anna         Σήμερον τῆς ἀτεκνίας δεσμὰ διαλύονται, τοῦ 

Ἰωακεὶμ γὰρ καὶ τῆς Ἄννης εἰσακούων Θεός, παρ' ἐλπίδα τεκεῖν αὐτοὺς σαφῶς, ὑπισχνεῖται 

θεόπαιδα, ἐξ ἦς αὐτός ἐτέχθη ὁ ἀπερίγραπτος, βροτὸς γεγονώς, δι' Ἀγγέλου κελεύσας 

βοῆσαι αὐτή, Χαῖρε Κεχαριτωμένη, ὁ Κύριος μετὰ σοῦ. 

     Today the bonds of childlessness are loosed; for God hearkened to Joachim and Anna. And 

though it was beyond hope, He clearly promised them that they should bear a divine child, from 

whom would be born the Uncircumscribable One Himself becoming mortal, and through an 

Angel commanding them to cry unto her: Rejoice, you who are full of grace; the Lord is with 

you! 

Apolytikion of the Holy Taxiarchs        Supreme Commanders of the heavenly armies, we the unwor-

thy beseech and implore you,  that by your supplications you encircle us under the cover of the 

wings of your ineffable glory;  guarding us who bow down with fervor crying: From dangers 

deliver us, as Leaders of the  Powers above. 

Apolytikion of St. Haralambos    Ὡς στῦλος ἀκλόνητος, τῆς Ἐκκλησίας Χριστοῦ, καὶ λύχνος 

ἀείφωτος τῆς οἰκουμένης σοφέ, ἐδείχθης Χαράλαμπες, ἔλαμψας ἐν τῷ κόσμῳ, διὰ τοῦ 

μαρτυρίου, ἔλυσας τῶν εἰδώλων, τὴν σκοτόμαιναν μάκαρ, διὸ ἐν παῤῥησίᾳ Χριστῷ, 

πρέσβευε σωθῆναι ἡμᾶς.   

      As a pillar unshakable of the Church of Christ, and an ever-radiant lamp to the universe, 

were you, O wise Haralambos; you illumined the world through martyrdom; you dispelled the 

moonless night of the idols, o blessed one.  Therefore with boldness before Christ, intercede that 

we may be saved. 

ΚΟΝΤΑΚΙΟΝ ΤΗΣ ΗΜΕΡΑΣ –ɯKONTAKION OF THE DAY 

Ἑορτάζει σήμερον, ἡ οἰκουμένη, τὴν τῆς Ἄννης σύλληψιν, γεγενημένην ἐν Θεῷ· καὶ γὰρ 

αὐτὴ ἀπεκύησε, τὴν ὑπὲρ λόγον, τὸν Λόγον κυήσασαν.  

     All the world does celebrate Annaɀs conception on this day with festive joy, because it came to 

pass through God; for by divine grace she has conceived her that beyond words conceives the 

Word of God. 

Web: SaintHaralambosGOC.org 
Fr. Constantine P. Botsis, Proistamenos                             Fr. George Lamberis, Synefemerios 
Deacon John G. Suhayda                                                            Nick Harisiadis, Protopsaltis 

Strive to excel in building up the church! (1 Cor. 14:12)  
 

ñAnd His gifts were that some should be apostles, 
some prophets, some evangelist, some pastors and 
some teachers, to equip the saints for the work of 
ministry, for building up the body of 
Christ.ò (Ephesians 4:11-12 RSV) 

Paul is very clear that the gifts that God gives us are 
for the ñministry, for the building of the body of 
Christ.ò And you thought that the gifts God gave 
you were so you could live comfortably, WRONG! 

You see, brothers and sisters in Christ, our purpose 
in life, the time God gives us, is to seek eternal sal-
vation, continual communion with God, THEOSIS! 
The gifts he gives us is so that we may lead others 
to salvation, to build the body of Christ in numbers 
and maturity. 

As the above passage states, we all have different 
gifts that God has given us. Many times Orthodox 
Christians are afraid or donôt know how to use those 
gifts. 

Christ gave the Great Commission to the first 
church, the seventy, when He said, ñAll authority in 
heaven and on earth has been given to me.  Go 
therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptiz-
ing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit teaching them to observe all 
that I have commanded you and behold, I am with 
you always, to the close of the age.ò  WOW!  Do 
we as Orthodox Christian obey His command?  Are 
we afraid to talk about our faith to others? 

Sadly, most Orthodox shy away from spreading the 
word, leaving it up to the priest.  Thatôs it; it is the 
priestôs job not mine! Again, WRONG! It is your 
calling to evangelize, to use your time - all of your 
time - in the service of God giving witness and light 
to your neighbor, leading them to His Holy Church. 

Your gifts are precious, your time is precious, use it 

to serve our Lord as He commanded and bring   
others to salvation.  Minister to those in need and 
build the body of Christ. 

ñBut give for alms those things that are within; and 
behold, everything is clean for you.ò (Luke 11:41 ) 

The above verse deals with Jesus scolding the Phar-
isees who complained that Jesus did not wash his 
hands before eating which was the Jewish custom. 
Jesus calls them ñfoolsò because they did not under-
stand that God made us wholly - within and out-
wardly. What did he mean? The Pharisees put on an 
outward show of piety but were dead on the inside. 

Do we imitate the Pharisees? Do we say we love 
Christ and our neighbor but do nothing to help 
them, standing idly by as they slip deeper into secu-
larism and sin? Where is the almsgiving that we 
promised to give to our neighbors? 

Almsgiving, eleemosune in Greek, means mercy, 
pity, charity, to show oneôs compassion. Do we take 
the time to help our neighbor, show compassion 
and be charitable? Giving alms is not just about 
money, it is about taking the time to care about 
your neighbor, being a steward of the gift of time 
God has given you.  Unfortunately, many of us are 
preoccupied - with watching our favorite TV pro-
gram, sporting event or other secular activities - and 
fail to give time to save anotherôs soul. 

Those precious few minutes, hours or days that you 
give to someone in need may show them the true 
nature of God within you and be the spark that 
brings them to Christ and Orthodoxy. God gave you 
the gift of time not to squander but to use for the 
benefit of your salvation and the salvation of others. 
Be a good steward of your time and give the alms 
that are within you! 

By:Carpatho-Russian Orthodox Diocese of the USA 

WHAT ARE  YOUR GIFTS FOR?  



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Our St Haralambos Preschool PTA invites you  

 to todayõs Coffee Fellowship Hour after church services.                                                 

PROSPHORAñWe thank the Asimacopoulos Family, Mrs. Athena Demeros and Mrs. Eleni Pa-
pacostas who have offered todayôs prosphora. Next week, the prosphora will be offered by Presvy 
tera George and Mrs. Katina Vaselopuloa (Wednesday, Dec 12),  and by Mrs. Marianna Koliopou-
los, Mrs. Kalista Georgatsos, the Tafreshing Family, and by Mrs. Jolynn Ruggerio (Sun, Dec 16).   

NO MEMORIAL SERVICES TODAY   
Memorial services are offered for the eternal rest of persons who have fallen asleep in the Lord. 
There are some days when Memorials are not permitted—please call the church office before plan-
ning. Memorials take place at 40 days, at 6 months, at 1 year and at 3 years. After three years have 
passed, the departed are more properly remembered on the Saturdays of the Souls.  
     Please also remember that we have discontinued the custom of placing candles in the kolyva. 

SACRAMENTAL REGISTRY   Congratulations toé.. 
é... Alexander and  Vanessa Psatsavas on the baptism of their son yesterday at St. Haralambos!   
NA ΖΗΣΗ!  

OUR SISTER COMMUNITY of St. Spyridon in Palos Heights invites you to Great Vespers on 
Tuesday evening, December 11 at 7:00 pm, and Divine Liturgy on Wednesday morning, December 
12, in honor of the Feast of St. Spyridon. (Divine Liturgy WILL be celebrated at St. Haralambos on 
December12th.) 

HOW TO RECEIVE HOLY COMMUNION —Orthodox Christians in good standing are en-
couraged to receive Holy Communion frequently, provided they have prepared themselves spiritu-
ally, mentally and physically. They must be on time for the Divine Liturgy, and be in a Christ-like, 
calm state of mind. They should be in a confession relationship with their priest or spiritual father, 
and they should have self-examined their conscience. 
On the day of receiving Holy Communion, it is not proper to eat or drink anything before coming 
to church. When you approach to receive Holy Communion, state your Christian (baptismal) name 
clearly, and hold the red communion cloth to your chin. After receiving, wipe your lips on the 
cloth, step back carefully, hand the cloth to the next person and make the sign of the Cross as you 
step away. Please take special care not to bump the Holy Chalice. 

METROPOLIS CHRISTMAS OPEN HOUSE ñHis Eminence Metropolitan Nathanael invites 
you to the annual Christmas Open House, hosted by St. Demetrios Church in Chicago, NEXT SUN-
DAY, December 16, from 4 to 8 pm. This event gives all of us the opportunity to exchange Christ-
mas Greetings with one another and with our His Eminence Metropolitan Nathanael.  Plan to attend! 

THANK YOU to our Ladiesô Philoptochos Society for organizing yet another wonderful Christmas 
Party at the Chateau Ritz!  

2018 STEWARDSHIP REMINDER  

We are very grateful that so many have 
made their 2018 commitment! As we look 
forward to the challenges facing us, we urge 
you to consider a monthly commitment of 
$93. This is what is needed to cover our 
needs and it is realistic for most stewards! If 
you have not yet made your 2018 commit-
ment, please do so. We depend on you! 

Ανακοινώσεις 

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES AND EVENTS THIS WEEK 
 

Mon, Dec 10 Jr. GOYAéééééééééééééééééééééé... 6:30 pm 
Tues, Dec 11 Little Angels Toddler Ministryééééééééééééééé.    11:30 am 
 Afternoon Greek School éééééé...éééééééé.éé.. 4:30 pm 
 PTA Monthly Meetingéééééé..éééééééééééé 4:45 pm 
Wed, Dec 12 Orthros and Divine Liturgy (St. Spyridon)……………………….. 8:30 am 
 Philoptochos Monthly Meetingééééééééééé..ééé.. 7:30 pm 
Thurs, Dec 13 Bible Studyééééééééééééééééééééé. 7:00 pm 
Fri, Dec 14 Afternoon Greek Schoolééééééééééééééé 4:30 pm 
Sat, Dec 15 Saturday Greek Schoolééééééééééééééééé 9:00 am 
 Jr GOYA Christmas Caroling 

Δια να διατηρηθή αξιοπρεπής η ακολουθία και δια να μην αποσπάμε την προσοχή των 
άλλων, σας παρακαλούμε όπως κρατάτε κλειστά τα κινητά σας τηλέφωνα. 

ΕΚΛΟΓΕΣ ΤΟΥ ΔIΟIΚΗΤIΚΟΥ ΣΥΜΒΟΥ-

ΛIΟΥ θα γίvoυv τηv Κυριακήv 9 Δεκεμβρίoυ, και 

δεχόμαστε δελτία υποψηφιότητας δια 10 θέσεις 

μέχρι τις 27 Νοεμβρίου. Σας ενθαρρύνουμε να 

προσφέρετε την υπηρεσία σας στο Διοικητικό 

Συμβούλιο! 

2018 STEWARDSHIP —ΜΙΑ ΦΙΛΙΚΗ ΥΠΕΝ-
ΘΥΜΙΣΗ—Είμαστε ευγνώμονες σε όλους που 
συμπλήρωσαν την κάρτα προσφοράς τους για το 
2018 Stewardship! Καθώς κοιτάζουμε τις ανάγκες 
μας στο μέλλον, σας παροτρύνουμε να σκευθείτε  
μηνιαίες δόσεις. Με το ποσό μόνο των $93 το 
μήνα από όλους τους stewards μας, μπορούμε να 
καλύψουμε τις ανάγκες μας. Για τους 
περισσότερους είναι ένα ποσό εφικτό!      
Εαν δεν έχετε συμπληρώσει κάρτα προσφοράς δια 
το 2018 Stewardship, παρακαλούμε όπως 
επιληφθείτε του θέματος. Βασιζόμεθα στην συνεχή 
σας υποστήριξη προς τον Χριστόν και την 
αφοσίωσή σας στην Εκκλησία Του!  

ΠΟΙΟΙ ΔΥΝΑΝΤΑΙ ΝΑ ΛΑΒΟΥΝ ΘΕΙΑΝ 
ΚΟΙΝΩΝΙΑΝ - Όταν λαμβάνομεν Θείαν Κοινω-
νίαν η οποιοδήποτε από τα άλλα Μυστήρια εκφρά-

ζομεν την αποδοχήν μας εις τα δογματικά και 
ηθικά διδάγματα της Ορθοδόξου μας Εκκλησίας. 
Διά τούτο, μόνον Ορθόδοξοι Χριστιανοί οι οποίοι 
είναι εντάξει απέναντι της Εκκλησίας δύνανται να 
λάβουν μέρος εις τα Μυστήρια, όπως Θεία 
Κοινωνία και Ευχέλαιο, και δεν πρέπει να 
λαμβάνουν μέρος σε Μυστήρια σε μη Ορθόδοξες 
εκκλησίες. Διά οποιεσδήποτε απορίες σας, 
παρακαλούμε να συζητήσετε με τον ιερέα σας. 

ΑΝΗΜΠΟΡΑ ΑΤΟΜΑ-Παρακαλούμε όπως πλη-
ροφορείτε το γραφείο της εκκλησίας δια τους 
ηλικιωμένους ή αρρώστους που θέλουν να λάβουν 
την Θείαν Κοινωνίαν και δεν δύνανται να έλθουν 
στην εκκλησία, ούτως ώστε να τους πάμε την Θείαν 
Κοινωνίαν όπου διαμένουν. 

ΣΧΕΤΙΚΑ ΜΕ ΤΗΝ ΩΡΑ ΤΟΥ ΚΑΦΕ—Κάθε 
Κυριακή μετά το τέλος της Θείας Λειτουργίας 
διάφορες οργανώσεις της εκκλησίας προσφέρουν 
καφέ με σκοπό να μας δώσουν την ευκαιρία να 
γνωρίσουμε καλύτερα ο ένας τον άλλον. 
Προσκαλούνται όλοι να έχουν καφέ ή γλυκά ή 
κάποια φρούτα. ɄŬɟŬəŬɚɞɨɛŮ ɧˊɤɠ ɛŮŰɎ Űɞ ˊɏɟŬɠ 
Űɖɠ ɩɟŬɠ Űɞɡ əŬűɏ ɜŬ ɛŬɕɏɣŮŰŮ ŰŬ ˊɘɎŰŬ əŬɘ ŰŬ 
ˊɞŰɐɟɘŬ ůŬɠ Ŭˊɧ Űɞ ŰɟŬˊɏɕɘ!                                                          



CHURCH BASKETBALL 
COME AND CHEER FOR OUR YOUTH  
AT THEIR BASKEBALL GAMES!  
Today, December 9  
At Culver: 
 

7th & 8th Grade: 2:30 pm 
High School Boys: 3:30 pm 
7th  & 8th Grade: 4:30 pm  

 

***Reminder¹If you plan to play,  
you are to be in church  

throughout basketball season.  
NO PRAY , NO PLAY 

PARISH COUNCIL ELECTIONS TODAY!  Please vote! 

GET IN THE CHRISTMAS SPIRIT! Come  to the Pan-Orthodox Christmas Concert, ñMake a   
Joyful Noise to God,ò at 3:00 pm on Sunday, December 9 at St. John the Baptist in Des Plaines.    
Donation of $10 would be appreciated. Shop for ethnic food and gift items! All are welcomed!  

GENERAL ASSEMBLY TODAY —An important General Assembly is scheduled TODAY after 
church services to approve our 2019 church operating budget. Please plan to participate!  

ORDINATION OF DEACON CHRIS AVRAMOPOULOS —We are pleased to announce that 
Deacon Chris Avramopoulos will be ordained to the Holy Priesthood next Saturday, December 15 at 
Ss. Constantine and Helen Greek Orthodox Church in Palos Hills. All are welcomed to attend!  

THE CHRISTMAS FAST HAS BEGUN ñFrom November 15 through December 24 is a period of 
fasting for Orthodox Christians, in preparation for the Great Feast of Christmas. Fasting is a way of 
self-katharsis, self-discipline and anticipation for this great Holiday, in imitation of Christ who fasted 
in the   desert before he began His public ministry.  It is a light Fast (fish is allowed) until December 
17. For the final week, a strict fast is prescribed. 

VISIT OUR BOOKSTORE!  We have received new, colorful and interesting materials, just in time 
for Christmas! Look over our new books, Christmas titles and gifts for children and adults, to help 
prepare for Christmas!  Books make great gifts! 

RECEIVE A WEEKLY PARISH E -MAIL with  information about upcom-
ing parish and Metropolis events, service schedules and other useful infor-
mation related to our community!  If you would like to receive these mess-
ages, visit our website and click on the ñJoin Our E-mail Listservò button. Fill 
out the necessary information to subscribe. 

LET’S GO BOWLING! Join our St. Haralambos Bowling League, 

the first Friday of each month, beginning in January 2019! (Sounds like fun!) We 
will meet at the Brunswick Zone, 7333 Milwaukee Avenue in Niles. Call Rubine 
(847-977-8775) or Perry Giannopoulos (312-608-0999) for more info! 

HARLEM GLOBETROTTERS GREEK NIGHT!  Sit with us in the St. Haralambos Section  to 
watch the Harlem Globetrotters at Allstate Arena in Rosemont at 7:00 pm on Thursday evening,     
December 27th! Your participation will benefit the Lyreio Children Orphanage in Mati, Greece, that 
was destroyed by the Attica Wilfires last summer. Tickets are only $25—call the church office to   
reserve your tickets.  Special rate for ALTAR BOYS! 

DEAR FRIENDS AND VISITORS: Welcome to Saint Haralambos! We hope that your worship experience 

with us is prayerful and uplifting. Please seek out our ushers if you have any questions! 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

GOOD MANNERS ALWAYS IN STYLE! 

Please understand that chewing gum in church 
is considered to be very discourteous and even  
vulgar. Your attention to this is greatly appreci-
ated. 

If your child is distracting to others, do not be 
embarrassed; they are only children. If they con-
tinue to disturb, however, you are requested to 
take your child to our ñcry room.ò  

 

Be considerate! Please remove lipstick when 
reverencing the holy icons or receiving Holy  
Communion. 

Please teach children that it is not proper to eat 
snacks, chew gum or cross their legs in church. 

Please turn off cell-phones and video games  
during Church services.  



Ἀπόστολος καὶ Εὐαγγέλιον τῆς Ἡμέρας 
 

 

 

ΑΠΟΣΤΟΛΟΣ 
Πρὸς Γαλάτας 4:22-27  

Ἀδελφοί, Ἀβραὰμ δύο υἱοὺς ἔσχεν· ἕνα ἐκ τῆς παιδίσκης, καὶ ἕνα ἐκ τῆς 

ἐλευθέρας. Ἀλλʼ ὁ μὲν ἐκ τῆς παιδίσκης κατὰ σάρκα γεγέννηται, ὁ δὲ ἐκ τῆς 

ἐλευθέρας διὰ τῆς ἐπαγγελίας. Ἅτινά ἐστιν ἀλληγορούμενα· αὗται γάρ 

εἰσιν δύο διαθῆκαι· μία μὲν ἀπὸ ὄρους Σινᾶ, εἰς δουλείαν γεννῶσα, ἥτις 

ἐστὶν Ἅγαρ. Τὸ γὰρ Ἅγαρ Σινᾶ ὄρος ἐστὶν ἐν τῇ Ἀραβίᾳ, συστοιχεῖ δὲ τῇ νῦν 

Ἱερουσαλήμ, δουλεύει δὲ μετὰ τῶν τέκνων αὐτῆς. Ἡ δὲ ἄνω Ἱερουσαλὴμ 

ἐλευθέρα ἐστίν, ἥτις ἐστὶν μήτηρ πάντων ἡμῶν· γέγραπται γάρ, 

Εὐφράνθητι, στεῖρα, ἡ οὐ τίκτουσα· ῥῆξον καὶ βόησον, ἡ οὐκ ὠδίνουσα· ὅτι 

πολλὰ τὰ τέκνα τῆς ἐρήμου μᾶλλον ἢ τῆς ἐχούσης τὸν ἄνδρα. 
 

 

EYΑΓΓΕΛΙΟΝ 
Ἐκ τοῦ κατὰ Λουκᾶν ιγ΄ 10-17 

Τῷ καιρῷ ἐκείνῳ, ῏Ην δὲ διδάσκων ἐν μιᾷ τῶν συναγωγῶν ἐν τοῖς 

σάββασι. Καὶ ἰδοὺ γυνὴ ἦν πνεῦμα ἔχουσα ἀσθενείας ἔτη δέκα καὶ ὀκτώ, καὶ 

ἦν συγκύπτουσα καὶ μὴ δυναμένη ἀνακῦψαι εἰς τὸ παντελές. Ίδὼν δὲ αὐτὴν 

ὁ ᾿Ιησοῦς προσεφώνησε καὶ εἶπεν αὐτῇ· γύναι, ἀπολέλυσαι τῆς ἀσθενείας 

σου· καὶ ἐπέθηκεν αὐτῇ τὰς χεῖρας· καὶ παραχρῆμα ἀνωρθώθη καὶ ἐδόξαζε 

τὸν Θεόν. Ἀποκριθεὶς δὲ ὁ ἀρχισυνάγωγος, ἀγανακτῶν ὅτι τῷ σαββάτῳ 

ἐθεράπευσεν ὁ ᾿Ιησοῦς, ἔλεγε τῷ ὄχλῳ· ἓξ ἡμέραι εἰσὶν ἐν αἷς δεῖ 

ἐργάζεσθαι· ἐν ταύταις οὖν ἐρχόμενοι θεραπεύεσθε, καὶ μὴ τῇ ἡμέρᾳ τοῦ 

σαββάτου. Ἀπεκρίθη οὖν αὐτῷ ὁ Κύριος καὶ εἶπεν· ὑποκριτά, ἕκαστος ὑμῶν 

τῷ σαββάτῳ οὐ λύει τὸν βοῦν αὐτοῦ ἢ τὸν ὄνον ἀπὸ τῆς φάτνης καὶ 

ἀπαγαγὼν ποτίζει; ταύτην δέ, θυγατέρα ᾿Αβραὰμ οὖσαν, ἣν ἔδησεν ὁ 

σατανᾶς ἰδοὺ δέκα καὶ ὀκτὼ ἔτη, οὐκ ἔδει λυθῆναι ἀπὸ τοῦ δεσμοῦ τούτου 

τῇ ἡμέρᾳ τοῦ σαββάτου;  καὶ ταῦτα λέγοντος αὐτοῦ κατῃσχύνοντο πάντες 

οἱ ἀντικείμενοι αὐτῷ, καὶ πᾶς ὁ ὄχλος ἔχαιρεν ἐπὶ πᾶσι τοῖς ἐνδόξοις τοῖς 

γινομένοις ὑπ᾿ αὐτοῦ. 

 

Todayɀs Gospel and Epistle Readings 
 

EPISTLE READING 
Galatians 4: 22-27 

Brethren, Abraham had two sons, one by a slave and one by a free woman. But 

the son of the slave was born according to the flesh, the son of the free woman 

through promise. Now this is an allegory: these women are two covenants. 

One is from Mount Sinai, bearing children for slavery; she is Hagar. Now Ha-

gar is Mount Sinai in Arabia; she corresponds to the present Jerusalem, for she 

is in slavery with her children. But the Jerusalem above is free, and she is our 

mother. For it is written, "Rejoice, O barren one who does not bear; break forth 

and shout, you who are not in travail; for the children of the desolate one are 

many more than the children of her that is married." 

 
 

GOSPEL READING 
Luke 13: 10-17 

 

At that time, Jesus was teaching in one of the synagogues on the sabbath. And 

there was a woman who had a spirit of infirmity for eighteen years; she was 

bent over and could not fully straighten herself. And when Jesus saw her, he 

called her and said to her, "Woman, you are freed from your infirmity." And he 

laid his hands upon her, and immediately she was made straight, and she 

praised God. But the ruler of the synagogue, indignant because Jesus had 

healed on the sabbath, said to the people, "There are six days on which work 

ought to be done; come on those days and be healed, and not on the sabbath 

day." Then the Lord answered him, "You hypocrites! Does not each of you on 

the sabbath untie his ox or his donkey from the manger, and lead it away to 

water it? And ought not this woman, a daughter of Abraham whom Satan 

bound for eighteen years, be loosed from this bond on the sabbath day?" As he 

said this, all his adversaries were put to shame; and all the people rejoiced at 

all the glorious things that were done by him. 


